
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

Lost and Found 

1	 Jennifer Noble loved her gray-and-white cat Scrub very much. One 
day Scrub got lost and did not find his way back home. Noble looked 
everywhere for Scrub but had no luck. She thought sadly that he was 
lost for good. Five years later Noble got a call from an animal shelter. 
They had located Scrub! 

2	 How did the animal shelter know that Scrub belonged to Noble? How 
did the workers there know how to contact her? All this information 
was available because of the microchip that had been placed under 
Scrub’s skin many years earlier. A microchip is a computer chip about 
the size of a grain of rice that is used to keep track of pets. The chip 
is placed under an animal’s skin with a needle, usually between the 
pet’s shoulder blades. Once the chip is in place, the pet does not feel 
it anymore. Microchips have helped thousands of owners get their lost 
pets back. 
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One of Noble’s sons is reunited with Scrub. Within a 
few hours of coming home, Scrub had settled right 
back in. 

3	 When lost pets are brought to animal shelters, the workers use a 
special tool called a scanner to help them look for a microchip. The 
scanner reads an identification number on the microchip, and then 
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the shelter contacts the microchip company to match the number to 
the contact information of the pet’s owner. This is how the shelter was 
able to notify Noble that they had found Scrub. 
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A Dog Being Scanned for a Microchip 

4	 Microchips can help owners find their pets no matter how far they 
have wandered from home. In New York a dog named Roxy became 
lost and was missing for months. Then a woman found her on a busy 
street in New Jersey. No one knows how the dog got to a different 
state, many miles from her home. However, thanks to her microchip, 
Roxy was soon returned to her grateful owner. 

5	 A microchip can work for a pet’s entire life. In 2008 a husband and 
wife got their cat George back after he had disappeared 13 years 
earlier! When George went missing, the couple tried everything to 
find him. They consistently visited animal shelters every other day for 
six months, made posters, and handed out flyers. They even offered 
a $500 reward. After years went by, they thought that George would 
never be found. Then one day an animal shelter called them with 
great news. George had been found! As the cat’s owners drove to 
pick up their long-lost pet, they cried the whole way. It was hard to 
believe that their beloved cat George would be able to come home at 
last! 
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Actual size 

Enlarged view 

An Enlarged Image of a Microchip 

6	 Animals get lost for many reasons, and most of the time wearing a 
collar and a tag can help bring a pet home. However, tags and collars 
can fall off or become difficult to read. This is why microchips may be 
just the thing to help bring missing pets back home to their owners. 

Frequently Asked Questions About Microchips 

How old does my pet have to be to get a microchip? 
A pet can be microchipped as young as 6 to 8 weeks of age and anytime after 
that. 

What should I do if I move? 
You should update your information with the company that registered your pet’s 
microchip. If you do not do this, the chip will be useless if your pet gets lost. 

Does my pet still need to wear a collar and tag once it is microchipped? 
Microchips are an extra source of information to help you reunite with your pet if 
it gets lost. But you should still make sure your pet has a collar and tag. 

Where can I take my pet to get microchipped? 
Your pet can get a microchip at a veterinarian’s office or at some animal shelters. 
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9 Which sentence best states the main idea of the selection? 

A All this information was available because of the microchip that had been 
placed under Scrub’s skin many years earlier. 

B Microchips have helped thousands of owners get their lost pets back. 

C However, thanks to her microchip, Roxy was soon returned to her grateful 
owner. 

D However, tags and collars can fall off or become difficult to read. 

10 The diagram of a microchip is included to show — 

F a detailed view of a microchip 

G how the scanner locates information 

H where to place a microchip 

J the differences between pet collars and microchips 

11 Why is it surprising that Roxy was found?
 

A Roxy had wandered away from her owner.
 

B Roxy was lost for several years.
 

C Roxy was on a busy street.
 

D Roxy was far from home.
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12 The purpose of the questions in paragraph 2 is to — 

F interest readers in learning how microchips help reunite owners with lost pets 

G tell readers about the services available at the animal shelter 

H give readers details about what is happening in the photograph of Scrub 

J share with readers how it feels to lose a pet 

13 To learn when pets can be microchipped, the reader should refer to the — 

A diagram of the microchip 

B caption under the photograph after paragraph 3 

C photographs of the animals 

D boxed information after paragraph 6 
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14 Look at the diagram below.
 

Searched animal 
shelters 

Created posters Passed out flyers Offered money 

Which of these completes the diagram? 

F Why It Was Difficult for George’s Owners to Find Him 

G How George’s Owners Were Able to Locate Him 

H What George’s Owners Did to Try to Find Him 

J Where George’s Owners Eventually Found Him 

15 Read this sentence from paragraph 2.
 

Once the chip is in place, the pet 
does not feel it anymore. 

This sentence helps the reader infer — 

A where microchips are located 

B that microchips do not bother pets 

C how microchips are inserted 

D that microchips are helpful for pets 
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